Congresswoman

Baldwin stops
for coffee chat

'L"-l.'l|1|;rl:".=51h'|.||11dn'l'.1n|m',.- Baldwin
(D=-W1) took a bil of time 1o stop and
Listen to the concerns of her constibu-
enils this |:|:u.l Fr'bd.i:p.

Making a brief stop at Our House
assisted living for seniors home at the
edge of town, Baldwin took a quick
tour and met with some of ihe e
dents before heading on to the
Amundson Center Sentor Koom Tor
caffes with the ten or so that showed
up o chal with her.

- Unlike mnn:,- ol lver n.'Frrs.rnu-
tives, Baldwin makes time o eome
home almost weekly to the area w here
she was born and raised, Madison,
WI, and listen to whal her friends,
neighbors and cihers within her sec-
ond congressional district  have o
BV,

. Baldwin, while on t-;-nﬁr{',rq.innq.l
recess, Ihought 1 was the perfect Hme
bo visit with those in the Cambridge
area, share a cup of ealfes and listen 1o
their concems,

"It's hard to be a representative 1
yo don't get (o hear from thoese that
elected you,” Baldwin said. "I enjoy
having the opportunily to listen to my
constitwents. They abways have awide
variety of fssued fo discuss and | al-
wrays seem to leam so much,”

After introductions, Baldwin
looked into the faces of those that sat
before her and asked what concems
they had,

Those such as Village President
John Schrader, Village Trustee Linda
Begley-Korth, Dane County Supervi-
=07 Bob Salov and local business own-
era Mim Jacobson and Maran Korth
of the Country Comloris Bed and
Breakiast all =al around the table with
thzir felbow mesghibors to ask Baldwin
for her help,

ﬁmaji.‘l:']!ﬂu! thatcircled the iable
was health care, or the lack of it

Baldwin, & firmn supporterol healih
care redorm, has authored a Bill that
wioiild enable stales Lo r_lr.:-l.ridn: healily
CTe COVETEEE [or their uninsured

Those thal =at before her won-
dered how the stale of Insurance in
America has gotten so bad and why so
many are finding it hard to pay for
prescriptions that tofal 260008 monih,

aldwin told her audience that
she was very impressed with the sim-
plicities of health care systems inother
countries and felfl that, “vach stale
should take care of their uninsured
and underinsured.,®

One af those Hstendng, a former
narse said (hat she had become so
frustrated with the whole health care
system that she had considered drop-

ping health care all together.

“fou don’l ever wanl o be with-
oul healthcare 1:||.'cn'|.|.r.-r.- i never
know what could happen,” Korthsald.
"As a member of Community Hope, 1
watched as a voung worman was faced
with either putting her family in debt
or dying. Mo one shoubd have to make
ithat chobee.®

Schrader broaght up the fact that
SOME INsumnce oom pa mles are even
denying people coverage due o thelr
credit.

Schrader wenl an to say that due
b “eredit based insurance” thvose with

poor credit are seen as being more

likely tobe fraudulant and more likely
to be dended insurance.

L'pon hearing that this happensin
Ind.:.:.r"*:- wnrld.. Baldwin 2abd, Lf there
are a few that can't make thelr pay-
men'ts, drop their insurance but don’t
deny them nsurance altogether.”

Baldwinagreed that healih care is
an istue that many feel very sirongly
aboul and one Lhat needs major re-
[orma befare ht*i'i:qninE '|.1-|:'J'!L-|:1

“I's =0 hearbwrenching, bul you

hie=r many ;I.;-l‘.'l.hh wat 1o [nd !undLng,
for organizations that truly needed it

"We're trying 1o be more aggres-
stve and assertive at helping local pro-
grams find funding.” Baldwin said,
"We've been trying o listen and have
a person that researches the needs of
existing, programs, matching those
needs 1o the propér f'undi.HEaEﬂ'll:. Its
helpful for me 0 know what pro-
grams have those needs because then
wie can hopefully help them find what
they need. These programs are lmpor-
tant o everyone's future,”

The talk then moved to tourism

and how o promote tourism and ag- '

riculture al the same time

Baldwin said she liked coming io
thiz ares because she could see Lthe
pride in both tourism and the agricul-
tural realm,

Baldwin fielt this would be an im-
priertant aspect in the fubure and that a
marriage of seo-bourism and AgTo-
tourism would be important to the
success of a community like Cam-
bridge.

Korth told Baldwin about
Cambridge’s rich past and the 1906
school bullding that housed not only
the youth cender, bul also wery rane
artifacts donated by members of this
comamunity.

Eorth went on to say that many of
the items in the historical museum
were lems that were distinet to this
aren and Cambridges past.

Korth felt that this rich history

have to keep pushing forward,* could be further enhanced through

Baldwinsaid. *1think thai we're closer

than we hawe been ina |I:II'IE Eirmie fo

finally making some headway.”

pottery and other local artisians,
She talked aboul ways thal these

artizians could reach out o visilors

Calan asked Baldwin aboi prs- and local students, since curment &0
sible recopnition for programs, such Momic crunches have Jeft less of an

as the Cambridge Youth Center, that
has been a proven way fo sofive prob-
lemis.

Salow weent onto sayl hiad the Came-

artislic choioe in f.amh'rir]ﬁn achipods,

Korth was proud of how self-suf-
ficlent Cambridge had been, galndng
S45,000-F50,000 in private donations

bridge Youth Center runs for less than 10 Strengthen the building, but won-

pennies a day and has been a positive

dered what Baldwin might suggest to

impact on the youth that it serves, He Make current dreams a reality for
n‘aﬁvmndennﬁlllherrmighlbumr#‘e”’u'ﬁrnrcau‘b“dﬂr'

additional help that could be found o
help the program stay up and -

ning,
Baldwin tald the group thal one of

Baldwin suggested making a
pripect description with what needs
to be done and what that potential

Continued on page 10
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q o cost may be, She sald that it hielps in
| : ! ; = trying to determine whal s needed
and where it might come from

Anciher area of inleresl was the

redistricting the State Assembly had
been going through, going from nine
district seals bo eight

Tammy looked at this as a new

and exciting tme of change,

“1 don’t look at it as a challenge,”
| Baldwinsald, " bul as an excting new
| year of :|'|H'I:th T |'h'1:-|:l'|l.= 5

And Cambridge was happy 1o
hm.-lr Baldwin visit.

* Thank you very much for com-
ing," Korth said. "Sometimes w feel
Hke woe're cul on the edges and not

art of the loop. This truly makes us
feel a part of the whole process and we
can't thank you encugh.”

Baldwin too expressed her grati
jude for the warm cup of coffes on @’
eold day and the lively conversation,

Baldwin hopes that she can agaln
make her way back to this tiny village
and share the ideas of those she repre-
Benis

"I'm nothing without them,”
* Baldwin said, * 1 do this so they canbe
heard and | can serve them best.”




